Weapons inspection at the US Embassy 


A New Zealand Citizen Weapons Inspection 
team will visit the US Embassy in Wellington 
on Sunday 2 February 2003. Meet at the 
steps of Parliament Buildings between 10.30 
and 11.00 am. Come to the planning meet¬ 
ing: Sunday 26 January, Peace & Environ¬ 
ment Centre, 126 Vivian Street, at 5 pm. 

The design, testing, development and use of 
weapons of mass destruction is prohibited 
under international law. No nation should be 
allowed to hide its weapons programs from 
full and open inspection by the UN. This 
includes both the United States and Iraq. In 
recent weeks citizen inspections have taken 
place at US facilities in many countries. It is 
known that the US operates several military 
installations in New Zealand. However, the 
embassy (as a US presidential palace) might 
be used as a support station for US weapons of 
mass destruction. It is time to find out 
whether the US is with us or against us. 

An open letter has been sent to the embassy 
requesting information about US weapons of 
mass destruction and access to all facilities. 


We are asking people to organise themselves 
in teams of weapon inspectors for the day, to 
either enter the facilities or join the rally in 
front of the embassy to support those who 
will try to enter, and to remind the US that 
most people do not support a war against Ira< 
(contact us if you are thinking about enter¬ 
ing and need legal or other advice). We hope 
the inspection will be a light-hearted protest. 

Remember to look suitably sharp, smart or 
sinister (delete as applicable). Get a cheap 
paper-based white coverall and hardhat or 
wear your fanciest business suit, or dress 
(either white or black). Also bring clip¬ 
boards, banners, whistles, cameras, binocu¬ 
lars, sunglasses, megaphones or other props 
that could be useful for a weapon inspection. 

Get in touch with us if you can photocopy 
and distribute leaflets and posters and we 
will email them to you. 


George Hayduke, Chief Inspector, NZCWIT 
Email: inspectionteam@lycos.com 
Tel: (04) 385 6728 


Turning up the heat 


In the last week or so there has been a change 
in the media coverage of the Iraqi war prep¬ 
arations. Syndicated articles appear from the 
US in theDomzmon Post columns talking 
about the war as an accomplished fact, and 
discussing the ‘difficulties’ in dealing with 
Iraq once the killing has stopped. 

We also get stories about the background of 
George W. Bush, an attempt to put a human 
face on his coming monstrous deeds. It only 
needs the bought votes of the Security 
Council to unleash another spate of murder 
onto an already devastated Iraqi population. 
Or if the UN somehow fails to give the OK, 
Bush will do it anyhow. He’s said as much. 

It seems time for some thinking on the Left 
about what we individually are going to do 
when the massacre begins. Rather than just 
be analytical and embittered over our 
Chardonnay or Speights we need to find a 
series of collective actions we can take in 
protest. Meetings, vigils - sure - but what 


about some new ideas as well? How about a 
personal boycott of all US and British goods? 
Will people generally respond? Perhaps not. 
But there are times when you need a daily 
reminder of what you stand for and against 
and carry it through whoever does or doesn’t 
join in. Any better non-violent propostions? 

Jim Delahunty 


W((i))ndy prints your voice so speakup! 
Send articles, opinions, or questions to: 

wellington@indymedia.org 

To receive W((i))ndy volumes (12 issues) 
send a suggested donation of $10 (or 
more. ..cheques canbe made outto 
Windy) Windy, P.O. Box 6387, 
Wellington 

Windy meets on Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, 
Peace & Environment centre, Vivian St, 
All are welcome!! 

W((i))ndy is printed on recycledpaper 
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No blood for oil: peace vigil 


Peace Movement Aotearoaorg- backgroundtothenewwaron 

anised a 12-hour vigil at the US Iraq and pointing out that the old 

embassy in Wellington on Thurs- one has not really ended. She was 
day 16 January, to mark the 12th followed by Green MP Sue Brad- 
anniversary of the start of the ford who said that the proposed 


www.indymedia.org.nz 


Gulf War. This was followed by a 


war is about oil, and labelled 




rally at the Cenotaph from 5 pm 
and a march to the US Embassy 
at 6.15 pm. 

About 30 
people were at 
the US embassy 
at 7.30 am and 
during the day 
there were 10 
to 50 protest¬ 
ors. The rally at 
the Cenotaph 
coincided with 
the weekly Middle East peace 
vigil held there from 5 to 6 pm 
since the start of the Afghan war 
in 2001. About 200 people with 
banners, flags and placards 
marched up Molesworth and 
Murphy Streets to the embassy, 
where red ribbons, flowers and a 
US flag soaked in halal blood 
were tied to the railings. 

Edwina from Peace Action 
Wellington spoke first, giving the 


George Bush The most dangerous 
man in the world’. Don Franks of 
Peace Action spoke 
briefly, then sang his 
song‘Humanitarian 
Contribution’ while 
playing a banjo. This 
brought the loudest 
acclamation. Jill 
Ovens, the Council 
of Trade Unions 
women’s convenor 
and an Alliance 
councillor, said that the United 
Nations is planning on half a 
million casualties and millions of 
refugees if the war goes ahead. 
Ron Wardell read his poem ‘The 
Doves of Peace’. 

There was a minute of noise for 
the protestors to express their 
rage and frustration, followed by 
a minute’s silence to honour the 
dead and oppressed. An open 

(continued on next page) 


Coming Activities : 

2 Feb. Citizen Weapons Inspection at US Embassy (meet at Parliament 
10.30-11 am). Planning meeting: Sunday 26 Jan., Peace & Environment 
Centre, 126 Vivian Street, 5pm. (Further details on page 4.) 

Feb. (Date to be announced) W((i))ndyfilm evening: Argentina & Global 
Insights. The Space, 146 Riddiford St., Newtown, 8pm sharp. Koha $5 
8 Feb. Anti-bypass Make my day Punk benefit gig, Thistle Hall, upper Cuba 
St. GMC, Carnys, Dead Vicious, and more. All ages. Koha $5. 8pm 












mike session followed. The protest and vigil 
ended at 7.30 pm. 

Simon Delahunt, one of the organisers, said 
the aim was to join the global anti-war move¬ 
ment attempting to make the US account¬ 
able for their actions and to show the New 
Zealand government the level of opposition 
among New Zealanders to a new war on Iraq. 

The protest was one of many held through¬ 
out Aotearoa last week, most co-ordinated by 
Peace Movement Aotearoa. Demonstrations 
against another war in Iraq were held in the 
other main centres and smaller cities like 
Wanganui. (For a full coverage see the 
newswire at www.indymedia.org.nz). 

K A Simpson 


Waihopai US spybase protest 


This demo begins on Sat. 25 January in 
Seymour Square, Bleheim at 11 am and then 
2.30 pm at thebase (Waihopai Valley Road). 
The world has changed since the last 
Waihopai protest (2001). Reflecting that, 
this year’s one will have an explicitly anti¬ 
war theme. It will be serious, not light¬ 
hearted like some of the more recent ones. 

The timing is coincidental, but this protest is 
taking place just before key decisions are 
made in the US-led drive to invade Iraq. 
Waihopai is NZ’s key contribution to all 
American wars, whether in Afghanistan, 

Iraq or anywhere else. It is basically a US 
spybase operating on NZ soil, a vital outpost 
of the American Empire. 

Why Waihopai should be closed: 

* Waihopai is New Zealand’s biggest contri¬ 
bution to America’s wars, most notably in 
Afghanistan and the coming war on Iraq. 

* Waihopai does not operate in the interests of 


Aotearoa/New Zealand or our neighbours. 

* It is not effectively accountable to Parlia¬ 
ment or the people. It is exempt from key 
provisions of the Privacy Act and Crimes 
Act. 

* To all intents and purposes, it is a foreign 
spybase, working for, and providing raw 
intelligence directly to, the US. 

* Waihopai intercepts and records your 
international phone calls and e-mail. 

* Waihopai is a waste and blatant misuse of 
taxpayers’ money. 

What does Waihopai actually do? The elec¬ 
tronic intelligence gathering base is located 
in the Waihopai Valley, near Blenheim. First 
announced in 1987, it is operatedby New 
Zealand’s Government Communications 
Security Bureau (GCSB), in the interests of 
the foreign powers grouped together in the 
super-secret UKUSA Agreement (which 
shares global electronic and signals intelli¬ 
gence among the intelligence agencies of the 
US, UK, Canada, Australia andNZ). Its two 
satellite interception dishes (shielded by 
giant domes) intercept a huge volume of 
satellite phone calls, including New Zealand¬ 
ers’ international calls, plus telexes, faxes, e- 
mail and computer data communications. 

The codename for this - Echelon - has 
become notorious worldwide. New Zealand is 
an integral, albeit junior, part of a global 
spying network, one that is ultimately 
accountable only to its own constituent 
agencies, not governments, and certainly 
not to citizens. 

The Bush Administration has pronounced 
Intelligence to be the key component of all 
the wars that it is fighting, or planning to 
fight, throughout the world. Thus, much 
more so than any token commitment of the 
SAS or a frigate, the Waihopai spybase is 
New Zealand’s key contribution to all these 
American wars. 

Waihopai does not operate in the national 
interests of New Zealand or our neighbours 
and must be closed. (abridged) 

Anti-Bases Campaign, P O Box 2258, 
Christchurch. (Make all cheques to ABC). 
Email: cafca@chch.planet.org.nz 
Web site: www.converge.org.nz/abc 


Venezuela: Oil see you in hell 


After six weeks of the big business strikes, 
strangling the economy, paralysing the vital 
oil industry and the movement of essential 
supplies and causing food and petrol short¬ 
ages, Venezuela has started to feel the pinch. 
On 4 December right-wing business manag¬ 
ers declared their support for the big business 
strike (wanting more access to the ‘free 
market’) and were joined by the captains of 
Venezuelan oil tankers, with affiliations to 
large multi-nationals and right-wing politi¬ 
cal parties, who dropped 
anchor and refused to move. 

The result was the spectacle 
of the fifth largest oil-produc¬ 
ing country in the world 
paralysed through lack of 
petrol. The elected socialist 
president Hugo Chavez sent 
the military to keep the oil 
refineries running, ship 
captains were dismissed and 
the navy took control. Fines 
were imposed on striking 
road hauliers and the top management of 
Petroleos de Venezuela was dismissed. Chavez 
also used the military to set up ‘popular 
markets’ to distribute cheap food in lower- 
class areas of the cities. 

It is reasoned that the motives behind the 
‘general strike’ of big business is to cause such 
chaos that it will bring about a split in the 
top ranks of the armed forces and a coup by 
right-wing army officers. An attempted coup 
led by the right-wing opposition and assisted 
by the US last April left 20 people dead. 
Similar tactics were used in Chile in the 
1970s when the CIA intervened, resulting in 
the assassination of Salvador Allende and the 
bloody dictatorship of Pinochet. 

As always, the media propaganda wars are 
making it incredibly difficult for anyone to 
know exactly who or what to believe. 

Chavez’s government has a centralised 
socialist structure, while the main 
opposition group wants more links with big 
business and multinational corporations, aka 
the ‘free’ market. Despite his dictatorial 


militant handling of opposition, Chavez does 
win points for some of his reforms. Since 
coming to power in 1999 he has been shout¬ 
ing about participatory democracy, trying 
to use popular assemblies, social movements 
and continuous referendums. He also set up 
the provision of free health care and educa¬ 
tion up to university level and positively 
restructured the courts and legal system. 
And to attempt to redress the fact that 80 
per cent of Venezuela lives in poverty, Chav¬ 
ez imposed a 30 per cent tax 
on oil exports plus changing 
the law so that the govern¬ 
ment would have to have a 
51 per cent stake in all oil 
ventures. His government 
also passed a land reform bill 
that allows the government 
to seize land that has been 
unproductive for two years 
and redistribute it to the poor 
and landless. (Always popu¬ 
lar with the rich.) 

Last week, all police stations in Caracas, 
Venezuela’s capital, had their submachine 
guns and other weapons confiscated. Com¬ 
plaining of the dawn raids, the police chief 
told Caracas’ Union Radio, ‘This leaves us at 
a tremendous disadvantage against crimi¬ 
nals... It’s outrageous.’ Pres. Chavez took 
over control of the Caracas Metropolitan 
Police from Caracas mayor Alfredo Pena of 
the opposition last November. Following 
reports of continued police violence against 
pro-Chavez protestors and poor folk, Chavez 
ordered that their weapons be taken last 
week too. (abridged) schnews 


Boycott US goods campaign 


Ruth Jackson from Auckland is organising a 
campaign to declare the US a rogue state and 
to launch a boycott of US goods, ‘particularly 
the big flashy brands’. She would like to link 
up with interested groups or individuals. If 
you are one of these, please send Ruth your 
contact address and/or phone number. 

Email: rajackson6o@hotmail.com 
















